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VATICAN CITY — Representatives of the Assembly of First Nations perform music
outside St. Peter's Square as their delegates meet with Pope Francis at the Vatican
March 31, 2022. The pope held three meetings to listen to the experiences of
representatives of Canada's Indigenous communities, experiences that include
being sent as children to residential schools operated by Catholic dioceses and
religious orders. Stories page 9. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Mark Wahlberg stars in a scene from the movie Father Stu. Story page 11. (CNS
photo/Karen Ballard, Columbia Pictures)

SAINT JOHN — Pam Daigle speaks
about Ignatian Contemplation at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Saint John on March 29,
2022. The talk was part of the Lenten
Revitalization Series held weekly
during Lent at the Cathedral. Story page
2. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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New FreemanThe
‘Ignatius exercises a hidden treasure
in the Church’
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On March 29, 2022, dur-
ing the fourth evening of the Lenten Revitali-
zation Series at the Cathedral of the Immacu-
late Conception in Saint John, Bishop Chris-
tian Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of Saint
John welcomed Pam Daigle who spoke on
Ignatian Contemplation.

Bishop Riesbeck said that Ms. Daigle, “has
done extensive ministry in the diocese, includ-
ing marriage and family life as part of World-
wide Marriage Encounter.

She made the Spiritual Exercises of St.
Ignatius in the 1970s and then started to train
for the ministry of spiritual direction as part
of the Atlantic Association of the Spiritual
Exercises Apostolate.

In the early 1990s Ms. Daigle discerned a
call to leave her teaching profession for full
time ministry in Ignatian spirituality and re-
treat work. For the past 30 years she has been
accompanying individuals and groups train-
ing and giving direction.

Bishop Riesbeck explained that Ms. Daigle,
“has a big passion for evangelization and for
everyone to encounter Christ in a personal
way. She sees the Ignatius exercises as a hid-
den treasure in the church to open up and
nurture this journey.”

Ms. Daigle began her talk by sharing a defi-
nition she once heard of the word blessing.
“A blessing is something, or someone, that
comes into the centre of our lives and helps
us become more like God. And for Ignatius
of Loyola in the 16th century, as most of you
would know a blessing in his life was a can-
nonball in his leg.” Ms. Daigle explained that
this cannonball put St. Ignatius into a long
period of intensive recovery. “And during that
time, his journey with Jesus began,” she said.

During this time, Ignatius began to read the
life of Christ. “And as he read the life of Christ,
he found himself using his imagination, his
very active imagination. And not only did that
comfort him, but it also stirred in Ignatius, a
desire to know Jesus more and to love him
more. And that was the seed of his method of
prayer, which is the centerpiece, maybe the
hallmark, of his spiritual exercises, the use of
the imagination and so on.”

Ignatian prayer, said Ms. Daigle, is about
using our five senses. “God can use any part
of our creation, to meet us in prayer,” she
said. “And so, when we do this way of prayer,

we don’t have to be unduly concerned that
it’s just imaginary. Somehow God works and
meets us in that part of ourselves, and we
just watch to see how that part of ourselves
sounds true to Jesus. It’s about using a gos-
pel story where Jesus is very active and, in
this way, we dispose this part of ourselves
and just give God permission, to use that
wonderful part of our nature, to touch us, to
meet us, to encounter us, and that’s what
happened to Ignatius.”

Ms. Daigle went on to say that “the method
of prayer for Ignatius was to just plunge into
the Gospel story and encounter Jesus in
whichever way [Jesus] wants. It’s through
the vivid use of our active imagination that
God uses to do that [encounter].”

She said that Ignatius did not invent this
type of prayer but explained that it dates back
to monasteries during medieval times when
very few people could read.

“There weren’t many books. So the cus-
tom was for one of the monks to come to the
front and read a piece of scripture, the Gos-
pel. The monk would read it [the scripture]
maybe three, four, and even five times. After
each reading, some of the monks would get
up and just move off, go to their cell, their
own little room and continue prayer. What
was happening was, each time the Gospel pas-
sage was read, their imaginations would become
saturated with the gospel scene, and what was
happening, until there was so much in the scene
in the story, that they would just go and be with
God, and let the Spirit teach them what it was
that God wanted to give them.”

Using the Gospel reading for the upcoming
Sunday Mass, Ms. Daigle then led the con-
gregation in Ignatian contemplation, by read-
ing it through several times, pausing and in-
viting people to use their active imagination to
see the scene.

“Look at the people, get a sense of the time
of day, the feel of the air, but most especially
to watch Jesus,” she said. “Watch his body
language, his gestures, how he speaks, his
tone of voice, and notice how people around
him respond.”

She followed this with a few moments of
silence to “allow you to let the Holy Spirit
take you wherever the Spirit wants to take
you in the scene.”

She then read the passage a final time, in-
structing people to “just let my voice fade
away and follow the lead of the Spirit.”

(continued on page 7)
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Submitted by
ROMA DE ROBERTIS, SCIC

As war and conflict rage during a prolonged
pandemic, Christians prepare to celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus who offered peace as a
parting gift to his disciples.

Recently, Pope Francis and American Arch-
bishop John Wester courageously expanded
and deepened the Catholic peace tradition in
historic ways.

For his part, the pope clearly declared all
wars to be unjust. “Wars are always unjust,
because the one who pays is the people of
God,” he said during a March 16 video con-
ference with Patriarch Kirill, primate of the

Russian Orthodox Church. The pope’s mes-
sage was in stark contrast to the stance of
the patriarch, who stirred controversy by
publicly justifying the Russian invasion of
Ukraine.

“There was a time, even in our churches,
when people spoke of a holy war or a just
war,” Pope Francis noted. “Today we can-
not speak in this manner. A Christian aware-
ness of the importance of peace has devel-
oped,” he added.

“Our hearts cannot help but cry in front of
the children, the women killed — all the vic-
tims of the war,” said the pope. “War is never
the way,” he declared.

On March 18, Pope Francis expressed a
similar view when addressing the International

Church leaders expand teaching on peace and nonviolence
Congress promoted by an educational foun-
dation he established — the Pontifical Foun-
dation Gravissimum Educationis.

“A war is always — always! — the defeat
of humanity,” the pope told the congress.
“There is no such thing as a just war. They
do not exist!”

For centuries, the Catholic Church outlined
strict moral conditions for war – sometimes
called the “just war” theory. This teaching
long predated the development of weapons
of mass destruction — including nuclear,
chemical and biological weapons.

On January 11 this year, Archbishop John
Wester of Santa Fe, New Mexico also took
bold steps for peace when he issued a pasto-

ral letter entitled, Living in the
Light of Christ’s Peace:  A Con-
versation Toward Nuclear Dis-
armament. As some American
Catholic peace advocates point
out, the archbishop lives “in the
belly of the beast” near the Los
Alamos National Laboratory.
 The New Mexico facility

played a major role in develop-
ing two atomic bombs unleashed
by the United States on Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki, Japan in
August 1945. Suffering tremen-
dous loss and destruction, Ja-
pan surrendered, ending the Sec-
ond World War.
  Although Canada never pos-

sessed nuclear weapons, it
played a major role in what was
known as the Manhattan Project.
In August 1943, Canada hosted a
meeting in Quebec City to facili-
tate an agreement between the
U.S. and United Kingdom encour-

aging development of an atomic bomb.
Canada supplied nuclear research and ura-

nium as fuel for the wartime scheme. For
two decades after the war, Canada continued
to supply uranium for military purposes.

Choosing peace
and nonviolence

In his pastoral letter, Archbishop Wester
highlights his 2017 visit to Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki. Forever changed by this sombre ex-
perience, he now encourages Christians in the
Sante Fe archdiocese and across the U.S. to
consider their responsibility as peacemakers.

“We can no longer deny or ignore the dan-
gerous predicament we have created for our-

selves with a new nuclear arms race, one that
is arguably more dangerous than the past Cold
War,” the archbishop writes in the letter’s
summary.

“Further, we need to figure out concrete
steps toward abolishing nuclear weapons and
permanently ending the nuclear threat. If we
care about humanity, if we care about our
planet, if we care about the God of peace and
human conscience, then we must start a pub-
lic conversation on these urgent questions and
find a new path toward nuclear disarmament.”

Archbishop Wester notes that Pope Francis
expanded Catholic teaching about nuclear
weapons. Although church teaching long re-
jected use of nuclear weapons, it allowed for
possession of such weapons to deter other
states from using their nuclear weapons.

However, Pope Francis has condemned not
only the use, but also the possession of nu-
clear weapons. The Holy See or Vatican was
also among the first states to sign the United
Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons which entered into force in Janu-
ary 2021.

Like other members of NATO, Canada de-
clines to sign the treaty, instead supporting
the retention and potential use of nuclear
weapons on its behalf. Many are advocating
for Canada to change course to sign and ratify
the treaty.

The Catholic peace movement highlights
the timeliness of Pope Francis’ plea for all
nations to work toward a world without nu-
clear weapons. Members point to the inva-
sion of Ukraine by Russian President Vladimir
Putin and his threat to use nuclear weapons if
opposed by NATO.

Worldwide, there are more than 13,000 nu-
clear weapons. Russia has the largest nuclear
arsenal, while the U.S. possesses the second
largest. Critics warn of the potential for cata-
strophic destruction, as well as the risk of
accidents and misuse of nuclear weapons.

Archbishop Wester and many others also
point to exorbitant costs associated with such
weapons. Instead, they advocate for funds
to be diverted for peaceful purposes and the
common good.

As the archbishop notes, Pope Francis of-
ten highlights the nonviolent Jesus who de-
clared peacemakers blessed and taught disci-
ples to love their enemies.

Archbishop Wester invites Christians to
walk together toward “a new culture of peace
and nonviolence where we all might learn to
live in peace as sisters and brothers on this
beautiful planet, our common home.”   §

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis (left) greets
Archbishop John Wester of Sante Fe, New Mexico]at
the Vatican early in 2020  (CNS/Vatican Media)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

The therapy of a public life
Forty years ago, Philip Rieff wrote a book entitled The Triumph of the

Therapeutic. In essence, he argued that today in the Western world so
many people need psychological therapy mainly because our family struc-
ture has grown weak and many community structures have broken down.
He contends that in societies where there are still strong families and strong
communities there is much less need for private therapy; people can more
easily work out their problems inside of family and community. Con-
versely, where family and community are weak, we are mostly left on our
own to handle our problems with a therapist rather than with a family.

If Mr. Rieff is right, and I suspect he is, it follows that the answer to
many of the issues that drive us to the counselling couch lie as much, and
perhaps more, in a fuller and healthier participation in public life, including
church life, than in private therapy. We need, as Parker Palmer brilliantly
suggests, the therapy of a public life.

What’s meant by this? What’s the therapy of a public life?
Public life, life shared inside a family and community, beyond our pri-

vate selves and private intimacies, can be powerfully therapeutic because
it draws us out of ourselves and into the lives of others, gives us a certain
rhythm, and connects us with resources beyond the poverty of our own
lives.

To participate healthily in other people’s lives can take us beyond our
private obsessions. It can also steady us. Public life generally has a certain
rhythm and a regularity to it that helps calm the chaotic whirl of restless-
ness, depression, and sense of emptiness that can so often destabilize our
lives. Participation in public life gives us clearly defined things to do, regu-
lar stopping places, regular events of structure and steadiness, and a rhythm
— commodities no psychiatric couch can provide. Public life links us to
resources beyond ourselves, and sometimes they are the only thing that
can help us.

While doing studies in Belgium, I was privileged to attend the lectures of
Antoine Vergote, a renowned Doctor of Psychology, and the soul. I asked
him one day how one should handle paralysing emotional obsessions,
both within oneself and when trying to help others.

His answer surprised me. In essence, he said this: “The temptation you
might have as a priest is to simplistically give the advice: ‘Take your trou-
bles to the chapel! Pray it through. God will help you.’ It’s not that this is
wrong. God and prayer can and do help. But obsessional problems are
mainly problems of over-concentration, and over-concentration is broken
largely by getting outside of yourself, outside of your own mind, your
own heart, your own life, and your own space. So, my advice is, get
involved in public things, from entertainment, to politics, to work. Get
outside of your closed world. Enter with resolve into public life!”

He went on, of course, to qualify this so that it differs from the simplis-
tic temptation to bury oneself in distractions and work. His advice here is
not that one should run away from doing painful inner work, but that
solving one’s inner private problems is also dependent upon outside rela-
tionships, both relationships of intimacy and those of a more public nature.

Here’s an example. For more than a dozen years I taught theology at
Newman Theological College in Edmonton, Canada. Our campus was
small and intimate, and we had a strong community life.  Occasionally a
man or woman who was working through some emotional fragility or
instability would show up on campus, not enroll in any formal classes, but
simply hang out with the community, praying with us, socializing with us,
and sitting in on a few classes.  Invariably I would see them slowly get
emotionally steadier and stronger, and they found that new strength and
balance not so much from what they learned in any of the classrooms as
they did by participating in the life outside of those classes. The therapy of
a public life is what helped heal them.

For us as Christians, this also means the
therapy of church life. We become emotion-
ally stronger, steadier, less obsessed, and less
a slave to our own restlessness by partici-
pating more fully and healthily within the
public life of the church. Monks have se-
crets worth knowing. They have long un-
derstood that a regular program, a daily rhythm, participation in commu-
nity, a mandate that you must show up, and the discipline of a monastic
bell calling everyone to a common activity (whether this suits him or her
or not at the time) have kept many a man and woman sane and emotion-
ally stable.

Regular Eucharist, regular prayer with others, regular meetings with
others, regular duties, and regular responsibilities within an ecclesial com-
munity not only help nurture us spiritually, they also help keep us sane and
steady. Private therapy can sometimes be helpful, but public, ecclesial life,
with its consistent daily rhythms and demands, more than anything else,
can help keep us steady on our feet.

In Exile: The secret hidden from the amoral
According to the Bible, there’s a secret that’s hidden from the amoral,

known only by the virtuous. The Book of Wisdom tells us that when
we are not virtuous we do not know the hidden counsels of God, nor
do we grasp the recompense of holiness, nor discern the innocent
soul’s reward.”

How true! How hard it is to know, existentially grasp, actually be-
lieve, that virtue is its own reward and the highest happiness. We
envy the amoral and pity virtue. Nikos Kazantzakis once remarked
that virtue sits itself on the highest branch on a tree, looks out at all it
has missed, and weeps.

What’s to be said about this? Who ultimately misses out on life?
A generation ago, Piet Fransen wrote a classic book on grace (The

New Life of Grace) which for years was a standard textbook in semi-
naries and theology schools. He begins his treatise on grace this way.
Imagine a man who is entirely careless about all things moral and
spiritual. His only interest is his own pleasure. He lives for pleasure,
ignoring all the commandments. He has multiple sexual affairs, never
denies himself any pleasure available to him, and lives like this for his
whole life until, just before his death, he realizes his irresponsibility,
repents of his ways, makes a good confession, and dies in the arms
of God and the church.

Mr. Fransen then makes this comment. If, even for a minute, you felt
some envy (“The lucky guy, he got away with this his whole life and then
dies and still gets to go to heaven!”) you have never really understood
grace. Rather you are like the older brother of the prodigal son, angry with
God for welcoming back a wayward son who had forsaken him to pur-
sue a life of pleasure while you, the faithful son or daughter, have stayed
home and dutifully renounced many pleasures to be faithful.

(continued on page 5)

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com
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Solidarity Sunday: Standing with
the threatened and vulnerable

This past Sunday, April 3, was Solidarity Sunday. Each year on the
5th Sunday of Lent, our Canadian Catholic Church reflects on our
Christian call to stand in solidarity with the poor, the oppressed, the
suffering in our world.  It is a reflection on our call to be a people of
faith living the Gospel. Filled with the spirit of Jesus, we stand in our
world as signs of his presence. Through us, the message and mission
of Jesus continues to be proclaimed to all peoples, as Jesus did, in
word and in action.

Listening to the Gospel this Sunday (John 8:1-11) we are drawn into
the story of Jesus and his encounter with a group of scribes and Phari-
sees. In an effort to trip him up, they have brought before him a woman
caught in adultery. They pose a question to him, asking if he agrees with
what the law of Moses demanded — that she must be stoned to death.

Before Jesus is standing one who is unable to defend herself. She is
indeed the most threatened and vulnerable. She is without rights and
without an advocate. Accused of sin, she finds no forgiveness and is
isolated and rejected by the community. She is lost and her life will be
taken from her.

Only Jesus stands with her. He stands in solidarity with her. In
doing so, Jesus brings to her an immediate salvation. His silent re-
sponse by a loving reconciling presence brings her forgiveness and
restoration to the community. He saves her in so many ways. She is
freed from the bondage of injustice. She is forgiven her sin and fail-
ings. She is raised to new life possibilities. She is restored to a place in
the community of God’s People.

Our faith and our faith tradition call us to be this Jesus acting in our
world. John’s telling of this story highlights the wonder of Jesus’
healing, reconciling presence. All of the Gospel healing stories reveal
the same Jesus. He feels the pain and the suffering of the threatened

and vulnerable. He brings them out of
pain and suffering restoring them to
wholeness and holiness. He reconciles
them, bringing them back into the com-
munity. He stands in solidarity with
them in their struggle and through his
presence, shares their challenge with compassion and with love.

This is the Jesus of our faith. This is who we are called to be.  It is
our identity as a Christian people. At our baptism, we received the
spirit of this Jesus. It made us sharers in the priesthood of Jesus
Christ, every one of us. In this priesthood we stand with the poor, the
broken, the rejected, the suffering, the oppressed of our world. In
particular, this year, we stand with the people of Ukraine. Sinners we
are, but we are also healers and reconcilers. As a baptized priesthood
we believe and commit ourselves:

• to God, who loves us, all of us unconditionally
• to Jesus, in his life, death and resurrection
• to the Spirit who has gives us and sustains us in life
• to our call as priests of Jesus Christ, in solidarity with all who face

poverty, injustice, oppression, violence and sin in our world.
This we believe.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

(continued from page 4)
When we are the older, duty-laden brother or sister of the prodigal

son, virtue is seldom felt to be its own reward, nor indeed a reward of
any kind. Mostly no one believes the hidden counsel of God that the
highest recompense is awarded for holiness and innocence of soul.
Rather most of us stand somewhat angry and bitter in our fidelity,
envious of our unvirtuous brothers and sisters.

Why? If virtue is its own reward and the highest reward of all, why
do we, like the older brother of the prodigal son, so often envy the
excitement and pleasure we imagine fills the lives of those who have
forsaken virtue for the pleasures of this world?

The reasons are complex. First, there’s human nature itself. We
aren’t simply spiritual, faith-filled beings, but also mammals, crea-
tures of flesh and blood, with powerful innate instincts. There is a
strong unyielding part inside us that wants to taste every pleasure,
irrespective of morality. That’s in our hardwiring.  Part of us finds it
almost impossible not to envy those who give themselves over to
pleasure and, seemingly, get away with it.

Moreover, it’s precisely this part of us that does not understand
grace or happiness. When the older brother of the prodigal son ex-
presses his frustration to his father, a frustration that does little to con-
ceal his secret envy, his father’s answer reveals the hidden counsel of
God. The prodigal father tells his elder son that they need to be happy that
his brother has come back home because he was dead. What might look
to our human instincts as an enviable fling, a happy carefree time away

from morality, is not in fact a joyous, life-giving, happy thing at all, but a
time of being dead to most everything that constitutes actual happiness.

Superficially, it can look like the prodigal son got away with something,
a fling, a free season of pleasure, that we secretly wish we had enough
nerve to do ourselves. However, as the image of eating with pigs and
growing desperate for the food in his father’s house graphically de-
picts, the wayward son was, whatever the pleasures his prodigal life
afforded him, far, far from happy. Sin, like virtue, is also its own
reward.

When we envy the amoral, we have not yet understood grace or
happiness. Should we die in this ignorance, we will no doubt be a bit
disconcerted when we get to heaven and meet an infamous sinner
there. After being faithful ourselves, we might angrily ask, “how did
he get in here, given how he lived his life?” Conversely, if we have
understood grace and what makes for actual happiness, we will in-
stead feel both gratitude and relief in seeing that infamous sinner and
say instead, “God, I’m glad he made it! I was worried about him.”

Sin is its own punishment and virtue is its own reward. At the end
of the day, nothing feels better than virtue and nothing feels worse
than sin.  However, that doesn’t make easy peace with our natural
instincts; it’s a truth that can only be grasped by living it.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

In Exile: The secret hidden from the amoral
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‘The world has supernatual help’ says bishop
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On March 7, Chalice began their second annual
Lenten Mission with the theme Active Hope. “Active Hope ignites the
hope in those around us so they too may ‘pick up their mat’ and walk,
it shares bread and fish with a hungry multitude, and it lifts children
out of the cycle of poverty,” it said on their website. “This Lent, join
us in the journey from hunger to fulfillment, as we deepen our rela-
tionship with Christ and share insights into Chalice’s mission of hope.”
Chalice explored topics including hunger, food, family, and love.

During week four, March 28, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of
the Diocese of Saint John, was invited to give a reflection on faith.

“We live in a beautiful world that we have messed up, and it seems
to be getting messier,” Bishop Riesbeck said. “The world is split eco-
nomically between rich and poor nations. Still each night, all over the
world, people go to bed hungry.”

Noting that the world seems to find itself in a post-Christendom
era, Bishop Riesbeck said, “we can no longer count on a culture that
is largely shaped by Christian values. There is a lack of a real sense of
the meaning, purpose and destiny to our lives, a growing culture of
narcissism with much apathy and indifference, a self-centred, con-
sumer mentality, and a growing spiritual malaise…that’s not God’s
will for us… that’s not how we live life in the Spirit.”

Quoting Pope Francis’ Evangelii Gaudium, Bishop Riesbeck said
that the Holy Father presents a solution, “I invite all Christians, every-
where, at this very moment, to a renewed personal encounter with
Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to letting him encounter them; I
ask all of you to do this unfailingly each day… Thanks solely to this
encounter — or renewed encounter — with God’s love, which blos-
soms into an enriching friendship, we are liberated from our narrow-
ness and self-absorption. We become fully human when we become
more than human, when we let God bring us beyond ourselves in
order to attain the fullest truth of our being. Here we find the source
and inspiration of all our efforts at evangelization. For if we have
received the love which restores meaning to our lives, how can we
fail to share that love with others?”

Bishop Riesbeck said that “through sanctifying grace, and through
actual graces God gives us throughout our lives, through the Sacra-
ments and prayer, through the Spirit alive in us, we have supernatural
help and all the tools at our disposal to help build up a civilization of
love and a culture of life.”

He said that Christians “are called to be ‘other christs, to possess
the same character and virtues that Jesus Christ had, and to act in a
Christ-like manner.”

Quoting the Catechism of the Catholic Church he went on to recall
that,  “A virtue is a habitual and firm disposition to do the good. It
allows the person not only to do good acts, but to give the best of
himself,” (CCC 1803)

Bishop Riesbeck noted that in baptism, “God also gives us super-
natural powers and virtues essential to Christian life, and which en-
able us to act and grow in that life. Chief among these are the three
theological virtues of faith, hope and love. We would not be able to
live this new life without these three special gifts from God.”

“We’re called to take seriously our responsibility from baptism to
walk and live by faith, with courage, even in the face of opposition,
and with the aim to please God in everything,” Bishop Riesbeck said.
“One day we will all appear before Christ at the final judgment, and so

we can’t shirk, or take lightly, our responsibilities according to each
one’s vocation. By neglecting our responsibilities to God, and one
another in matters of charity, we’re neglecting God and endangering
our eternal salvation. So, we do everything in this life to please the
Lord, living as authentic witnesses of the Gospel, and this also makes
a huge difference to the people around us, especially our family,
coworkers, friends, and those we meet.”

The bishop continued by saying that, “living an active faith fuels our
hope, especially as we see people around us coming alive in their faith,
possibly after having been influenced or touched by our faith, and hope-
filled words and actions, being transformed, and then becoming mission-
ary disciples themselves. A lived and active faith fuels our hope. Hope is
the firm confidence God gives to a person that they will persevere in faith
and love and so attain eternal life and happiness with God.”

“To be a Christian disciple living out our faith joyfully with great
hope doesn’t mean that everything we do has to be extraordinary,”
concluded Bishop Riesbeck. “It just means that we live an authentic
Christian life, having a conviction about what we say and do, practis-
ing what we preach essentially. The witness of life has become more
than ever an essential condition for real effectiveness in evangeliza-
tion and preaching. In order to attain a faith and hope-filled life of
happiness and fulfillment now and for all eternity, the challenge is to
live a life rooted more fully in the life and example of Christ. We pray
for the grace to imitate Christ in everything we say and do and coop-
erate with him in building up a civilization of love.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese
of Saint John gives a reflection, virtually, on faith duirng week
four, March 28 of Chalice’s second annual Lenten Mission. Screen
shot, Natasha Mazerolle)
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(continued form page 2)
At the end of the time of prayer, Ms. Daigle asked the Holy Spirit to

“seal what you have done that it may not be lost. And we ask this in
the name of Jesus, the Lord. Amen.”

She encouraged people to repeat it as they prepared for Eucharist
on Sunday. “Just imagine hearing that gospel read on Sunday, and
something has happened between you and Jesus in this prayer,” she
said.

She concluded with the words of Jesuit superior, Father Pedro
Arrupe:

“Nothing is more practical than finding God than falling in love in
a quite absolute and final way. What you are in love with what seizes
your imagination, will affect everything. It will decide what will get
you out of bed in the morning, what do you do with your evenings.
How you spend your weekends, how you pray, what you read, whom
you know. What amazes you, what fills you with joy and gratitude,
what breaks your heart. And so, fall in love. Stay in love and it will
decide everything. Amen.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com.§

‘Ignatius exercises

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN  — On the fifth Sunday of Lent, April 3, Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John, reflected on
repentance from sin and the gift of God’s mercy.

“Mercy is about seeing someone in need and acting on that per-
son’s behalf to remedy their situation,” he said. “God responded to
our plight — the greatest problem having been enslavement to sin —
by showering his mercy upon us through the gift of his own son,
Jesus, who was sent to save us from our sins through his death and
resurrection, a free gift offered to everyone. From that point on, we
have had the right and the privilege to ask for God’s forgiveness, and
be confident that God always forgives and showers his mercy upon
us when we approach him with a repentant and contrite heart.”

Speaking on the Gospel reading about the woman caught in adul-
tery, Bishop Riesbeck said, “Thank God we’re not dealing with scribes
and pharisees as our judges, but with a God of mercy, a God who
knows our weaknesses and our frailties. He never gives up on us and
he does not condemn us. He came to save us.”

But he went on to challenge people, asking, “does that mean the
adulterous woman gets a free pass?”

Bishop Riesbeck noted that, “by standing up to those who wished
her punishment, he affirmed her dignity, but he didn’t stop there.
‘Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and from now on do not
sin again.’ This is the gaze that transforms her, and that changes us,”
he said.

“When we come to the Lord just as we are, in all our brokenness,
we do not find shame and condemnation, but the full love and mercy
of the Father, calling us to renounce sin so as to experience the hap-
piness and fulfilled lives we were made for, in him,” the bishop said.

Adultery was a sin in Jesus’ time, just as it is in present time. “Some
teachings are unchangeable,” Bishop Riesbeck said. “Adultery and
fornication are running rampant in our world today. At the root is the
misuse of love and human sexuality for our own and not the good of

the other.”
Bishop Riesbeck said, “this [message] is vastly different that what

we are used to seeing and hearing from the world [today]. In this age
of, ‘do whatever makes you feel good’, sex is often reduced to a
casual activity, just for pleasure.”

Noting that the pain of infidelity has been universally understood
and documented in literature, songs and poems for thousands of years
he said, “this is a huge hint that sex isn’t as casual and meaningless as
many claim it is.”

While it can be a difficult topic, Bishop Riesbeck said, “for so long
we have done our people a grave injustice by not taking the time and
effort to teach the beauty and richness of Christ’s teachings, no mat-
ter how challenging and counter-cultural they may be. It’s not always
easy, but we can use Jesus as our model. He never condemned or
shamed anyone, but he also never deprived them of the truth —
because he knew the truth would set them free.”

“Do you think the woman caught in adultery felt oppressed when
Jesus told her to go and sin no more?” Bishop Riesbeck asked. “She
was completely transformed by his gaze. It is with this same tender-
ness and mercy that he looks at each one of us.”

Noting that sacrifice is not easy, the bishop said “we can trust that
when Jesus calls us to do the right thing, he never abandons us. He is
always present in the sacraments, especially the Eucharist and Rec-
onciliation. And when we call on him in prayer, by the power of the
Holy Spirit, he is always ready to strengthen us and help us, as St.
Paul says, to ‘press on toward the goals for the prize of the heavenly
call of God in Christ Jesus’.”

He concluded by recalling the words of Pope Benedict XVI, “ ‘The
world offers you comfort, but you were not made for comfort. You
were made for greatness.’ As we come to the Eucharist today, let us
pray for the courage to press on toward our heavenly destiny, finding
in Jesus the true happiness and fulfillment we were made for.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com.§

Mercy and God’s free gift of salvation
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Why Rome matters: As centre of the Catholic world, its wings spread worldwide
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Rome is not just another city. It’s not even
an Italian city. It belongs to the world and to
God at one and the same time.

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission
[TRC] never demanded the pope receive del-
egations of Indigenous people in Rome. Call
to Action #58 rather straightforwardly asks

the Pope to apologize on Canadian soil within
a year of the TRC issuing its 6,000-page final
report in 2015.

Going to Rome was the Canadian bishops’
idea and it began well before the Kamloops grave
discovery finally forced the legacy of residential
schools into Canadian consciousness.

Before May of last year, planning for In-
digenous visits to Rome had been tentative
and slow. Once there were daily headlines,
‘Every Child Matters’ flags flying from school
flagpoles and caravans of Indigenous people
converging on Ottawa, Canadian Conference
of Catholic Bishops [CCCB] staff became sin-
gularly focused on Rome.

Retired judge George Valin has dedicated
the last several years to trying to get Call to
Action #58 fulfilled. He has written to the
CCCB, to individual bishops and the pope’s
nuncio in Ottawa on multiple occasions, de-
manding to know why this isn’t happening.
Over a period of six years he was mostly ig-
nored.

Mr. Valin has never understood why a trip
to Rome first should have been necessary.
But bringing residential school survivors to
the very centre of the Catholic world, to the
heart of the universal Church, is the very op-
posite of ignoring and dismissing Indigenous
people.

“I think it’s a recognition of the symbolic

role of the bishop of Rome and an acknowl-
edgement of a connection between a form of
colonial mission that had the support of the
highest authorities of Catholicism,” said Saint
Paul University theologian Catherine Clifford.
“It’s a step in the acknowledgement of broad
collective responsibility of the Catholic Church
and its members, and of our shared responsi-
bility for a chapter in our history where we
conceived of mission in a way that was really
destructive for many, many Indigenous peo-
ples.”

Former Assembly of First Nations Grand
Chief and residential school survivor Phil
Fontaine isn’t saying no to visiting with Pope
Francis.

“I don’t mind going to the eternal city,” he
told The Catholic Register in October.

Mr. Fontaine, who met with Pope Benedict
XVI in 2009, understands this trip to Rome
strictly in terms of the fullest possible fulfil-
ment of Call to Action #58.

“In the same way that the apology from
the Prime Minister in 2008 was… delivered
to Indigenous people on behalf of all Canadi-
ans, of course I would expect that all Canadi-
ans would be very supportive of this papal
visit. And the possibility of an apology from
the Holy Father in Canada, in First Nations
territory,” he said.

(continued on page 9)

Pope Francis apologizes for Church role in residential schools, plans for visit to Canada
By MICHAEL SWAN
Catholic News Service

The words I’m sorry from the pope were
more than what either Canadian bishops or
Indigenous delegations expected from this
week-long encounter with Pope Francis.

“I ask for God’s forgiveness and I want
to say with all my heart that I am sorry,”
Pope Francis told all three delegations —
Inuit, Metis and the Assembly of First Na-
tions — gathered for a papal audience to-
day.

The pope named the harm done by resi-
dential schools and colonization as funda-
mentally a violation of the Gospel.

“Clearly, the content of the faith cannot
be transmitted in a way contrary to the faith
itself,” he said. “Jesus taught us to wel-
come, love, serve and not judge. It is a
frightening thing when, precisely in the
name of the faith, counter-witness is ren-
dered to the Gospel.”

All week long both Indigenous delegates
and bishops have been telling reporters that

they came here asking for an apology in
Canada on Indigenous land to fulfil Call to
Action #58. With a papal trip to Canada al-
ready announced but not yet planned, that’s
what they expected.

Apparently moved by three separate en-
counters with Indigenous people — includ-
ing yesterday’s two-hour meeting with the
Assembly of First Nations delegation, an
hour over its scheduled time — and by the
stories of survivors, Pope Francis made the
apology his immediate response. There is
no reason to believe that today’s apology
precludes an apology on Indigenous land.

The pope said he had been personally en-
riched by what he had heard from the del-
egations and the testimony of survivors.

Francis gave an indication of where and
when he might visit, praising Indigenous de-
votion to St. Anne and hoping to join this year
in the traditional July pilgrimage to Lac Ste.
Anne, 73 kilometres west of Edmonton, or
15 hours on foot.

The lake has been sacred to the Cree and
the Naskota Sioux for hundreds of years. The

Sioux called it Wakamne, or God’s Lake. For
the Cree it is Manitou Sakhahigan, the Lake
of the Spirit. Oblate Fathers incorporated the
lake into the Christian pilgrimage tradition
beginning in 1889.

St. Anne’s feast day is July 26 and on that
day the pilgrimage is at its height.

Pope Francis clearly signalled that recon-
ciliation is now the program and the goal of
the Canadian Catholic Church. In issuing his
apology he said, “I join my brothers, the Ca-
nadian bishops, in asking your pardon.”

“The Church stands with you and wants
to journey with you,” Francis said.

He also honoured Indigenous Christian spir-
ituality, particularly devotion to Jesus’ grand-
mother, St. Anne.

“I think with joy, for example, of the great
veneration that many of you have for St. Anne,
the grandmother of Jesus,” he said. “Nowa-
days, we need to re-establish the covenant
between grandparents and grandchildren,
between the elderly and the young, for this is
a fundamental prerequisite for the growth of
unity in our human family.”§

Phil Fontaine (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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(continued from page 8)
It may also be that the trip to Rome represents an evolution in the

thinking of the CCCB. Before the Rome trip was announced, Mr.
Valin spoke of his frustration with the bishops’ explanations for side-
stepping the papal apology issue.

“They keep coming back to this notion that the Church is decen-
tralized in its structure and each diocese is responsible for its own
affairs. They keep harping on that,” the judge said. “They totally ig-
nore how Indigenous people and indeed people at large view the pope
as the supreme head and universal pastor of the Church.”

Nobody is ignoring the healing power of Pope Francis’ voice now.
Rome first and then an answering visit to Canada is in every way

consistent with Pope Francis’ vision of a Church centred and unified
while at the same time connected to the peripheries of its life.§

Vatican voice heeded in corridors of power
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The cause of peace in Ukraine has one sure and capable ally —
Pope Francis and his diplomatic corps.

Anne Leahy, the former Canadian ambassador to the Holy See,
believes the pope and his ambassadors can play a useful role in getting
Russia and the West talking instead of fighting.

“That’s why you had Pope Francis going to the Russian embassy
— which was extremely unusual, but certainly making a point,” Leahy,
founding director of the Montreal Institute of International Studies at
the University of Quebec and an adjunct professor in McGill Univer-
sity’s School of Religious Studies, told The Catholic Register.

Ms. Leahy’s experience as a diplomat in various posts in Europe
and in Rome from 2008 to 2012 has left her with a deep appreciation
for the pope’s diplomats.

“I’ve encountered several in various parts of the world. Although
they are few in numbers really, compared to any diplomatic service
that has representation around the world, I would rank them as being
very competent,” she said. “As a professional diplomatic corps, they’re
very competent. And they are the only one in the world that has five
centuries of experience to back them up.”

Former Ambassador to China David Mulroney has his doubts. Mr.
Mulroney deplores the agreement between the Holy See and the Peo-
ple’s Republic on how bishops are appointed in China.

“The Vatican’s reputation for sophistication in diplomacy has suf-
fered greatly because of its inexplicable outreach to the communist
regime in China,” he said in an email.

Ms. Leahy backs up Francis on the China file, pointing out “there’s
no daylight between Pope Francis and Pope Benedict in relation to
China.” She wonders how many Chinese Catholics would be left
bishopless had the Holy See not negotiated an agreement with Beijing.

Despite his doubts about the Holy See’s diplomacy, Mr. Mulroney
does believe there’s a role for the Vatican in the midst of war.

“In my view, the best and most important thing that the Vatican
should be doing in Ukraine is supporting his Beatitude Major Arch-
bishop Shevchuk in his efforts to shelter and support his flock, ex-
tending from Rome material assistance as well as the fraternal com-
passion and respect that the Greek Catholic Church in Ukraine has
been waiting for patiently,” said Mr. Mulroney.

Archbishop Shevchuk has thanked Pope Francis for using his March
6 Angelius address to condemn the war and refute the Kremlin’s con-

tention that it is only a “special military operation.” The pope’s per-
sonal envoy, Cardinal Konrad Krajewski, met with Shevchuk and
Shevchuk has spoken on the phone with Pope Francis.

Whether it’s the normalization of relations between Cuba and the
United States in 2014, an agreement signed at the Vatican, or the
Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together
signed by Pope Francis and the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, Sheikh
Ahmed el-Tayeb in 2019, the Holy See in recent years has shown
itself to be quietly effective behind the scenes, Ms. Leahy said.

“You say good offices and their eyes roll, but good offices are very
important,” Ms. Leahy said. “It’s the work behind the scenes, it’s the
mediator, it’s the credible guarantor.”

Ms. Leahy admires the creativity of Pope Francis in sending the
Papal Almoner Krajewski and Canadian Cardinal Michael Czerny into
the war zone, “not as emissaries to try to get people to talk, but his
representatives to be close to those who are suffering,” she said.

“That’s quite visible. I haven’t noticed that the Orthodox Church
has been doing that,” Ms. Leahy said.

Its evangelical purpose and the cause of the Gospel is what sepa-
rates the Holy See’s diplomats from the representatives of other na-
tions, according to Ms. Leahy.

“Some (nations) pretend to have values, but of course that’s non-
sense,” she said. “But nations have interests, sometimes based on
good values. But the Holy See doesn’t have temporal interests. It
certainly has an evangelical message it’s got to abide by. And that is
care for the people.”

That message was loud and clear when Pope Francis met virtually
with Moscow Patriarch Kirill April 16, practising diplomacy between
churches.

“Wars are always unjust, since it is the people of God who pay,”
Pope Francis told Kirill, the Vatican News Service reports. “Our hearts
cannot but weep before the children and women killed, along with all
the victims of war. War is never the way. The Spirit that unites us
asks us as shepherds to help the peoples who suffer from war.”

When the moment comes, the Holy See is ready to play whatever
role it can in securing peace, Ms. Leahy said.

“The pope is open to anyone who has faith in God and faith in human
fraternity,” she said. “Once you declare that openness you are a credible
interlocutor with just about anyone. Which is not the same as people who
refuse to talk to others because they think they’re bad guys.” §

Why Rome matters
April 10, 2022

The Passion of Our Lord
First Reading: Isaiah 50.4-7

I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.
I know that I shall not be put to shame.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 22.7-8, 16-17, 18-19, 22-23 (R.1)
R.My God, my God, why have you foresaken me!

Second Reading:   Phillipppians 2.6-11
Jesus humbled himself. Therefore God highly exalted him.

Gospel (longer): Luke 22.14-23.56
Gospel (shorter): Luke 23.1-49

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Sunday’s Liturgy
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Nationalism can exploit morality, prof says
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

WATERLOO, Ontario — In the shadow of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, with the support of the Russian Orthodox Church and
Patriarch Kirill, perhaps it’s time for a moral reflection on religion
and nationalism, says David Seljak.

The professor of religious studies at St. Jerome’s University at
the University of Waterloo,
in a lecture as part of the
university’s Lectures in
Catholic Experience series
March 25, said there has
been increased attention on
the relationship between re-
ligion and nationalism. Many
today are seeking to find an
ethical response to the up-
surge in religious-based vio-
lence around the world.

Mr. Seljak points to the
work of Roman Catholic
theologian Gregory Baum
for ways to address the ethi-
cal problems raised by na-
tionalist projects. In the ses-

sion titled Why Religion and Nationalism Refuse to Die, he argues
that while nationalism serves a role and function, it has adaptive
and maladaptive tendencies that must be explored.

Mr. Baum pinpointed a set of ethical criteria by which one could
justify any particular nationalist project. His approach to national-
ism was rooted in his critical theology and experience of national-
ism in Nazi Germany as well as Canada and Quebec. Mr. Baum
studied the dark side of nationalism experienced in Nazi Germany
and in the post-Second World War world. However, his experi-
ences in Quebec and the rest of Canada convinced him national-
ism had a benevolent side.

“Even if (Mr. Baum) understood that nationalism had the poten-
tial to promote chauvinism, isolationism and self-interest he be-
lieved it could create a horizon of deep meaning for individuals
and communities and foster a sense of community, history and
destiny that inspired solidarity,” said Mr. Seljak in his online lec-
ture. “In this way, nationalism protected society against both ex-
ternal pressures of imperialism and internal centrifugal forces of
personal selfishness, subgroup
loyalty and regionalism.”

While nationalism could ad-
dress imperialism, like Gandhi’s
did in India, it could also glo-
rify a specific nation over oth-
ers and justify dreams of ex-
pansion, something evident in
the late February Russian in-
vasion of neighbouring
Ukraine.

Mr. Baum observed that by
promoting strong in-group soli-
darity, nationalist movements

always risk generating hostility to outsiders.
Reports indicate there are elements in the Russian Orthodox

Church that are providing [President Vladimir] Putin with a reli-
gious justification for expansion. It’s an idea that Russia should
expand its borders and protect itself, eastern Europe and Asia from
Western incursion. To Mr. Putin, Mr. Seljak said, the West repre-
sents decadence and weakness. This ideology, he argues, is tied
to feelings of homophobia and the spread of western decadence
and pluralism which Russian orthodoxy condemns.

“There is a merging of the religious and the political which Baum
would find lamentable,” said Mr. Seljak. “Pope Francis in his video
calls to Patriarch Kirill has reminded him that only God is good.
Russia is not good. Russia is a human creation and often creations
have limitations. Francis has reminded him that there needs to be
a separation between God and worship and religion and politics.”

Failure to identify the real culprit of social challenges experi-
enced by those in nationalist groups is at the heart of nationalist
violence. Like the Christian right in America, Mr. Seljak says Mr.
Putin has misidentified the threat to Russian culture and society.
Focusing on NATO, Ukraine and the western world, it misses the
true source of their discontents.

While Russian nationalist and religious nationalists in America
have very different circumstances surrounding their feelings of
solidarity, there are parallels to consider.

“Russians have invited a very aggressive neoliberal capitalism to
come in and transform their country,” said Mr. Seljak. “In the
United States, you see this all the time with conservative Chris-
tians. They blame Hollywood, the media, the Democrats, the (lib-
erals), they never look at what’s really eating away at traditional
American conservative society, small town America with its Chris-
tian base — it’s neoliberal capitalism,” he said.

“The LGBTQ community hasn’t shipped all the jobs off to India
and China. It’s not the abortionists who have destroyed the family
farm in the name of agribusiness. The culprit is socioeconomic.
Yet, since they don’t want to name capitalism, they have to point
the finger at these other moral agents… Putin is refusing to name
the source of Russia’s feelings of insecurity and threat. I think we
should be looking at what are the sources of that insecurity and
that feeling of threat.”§

David Seljak
(University of Waterloo photo)
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Mark Wahlberg: Real-life Father Stu has him 'continuing to carry on his message'
By MARK PATTISON
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Catholic actor Mark Wahlberg, who plays the
title role in the upcoming movie Father Stu, said the real-life Mon-
tana priest is "having me continuing to carry on his message."

Father Stu, in theatres April 13, tells the story of Father Stuart
Long, a priest who had been ordained for only four years before
he died from a incurable muscle disorder, and the lives he touched
along the way before and after his ordination.

Some of those he touched were, in truth, pummelled, as Stuart
Long was an amateur boxer, compiling a 15-2 record before he
gave up the ring.

In those days, pre-Father Stu was the kind of guy who wouldn't
take no for an answer — and often assembled a string of exple-
tives before rejecting any rebuff to his pursuit of whatever dream
he was following at the time. But the priest, who grew up
unbaptized, had a near-death experience following a motorcycle
accident and determined the priesthood was his true calling.

"I've made a movie about a remarkable man, and I know that
they had campaigned to get him ordained and petitioned to have
him canonized," Mr. Wahlberg told Catholic News Service (CNS)
in a March 31 phone interview from Los Angeles. "I'll push and
campaign for Stu, absolutely."

He said an archbishop, whom he didn't name, came to him while
he was he trying to make the movie. "He told me, 'Father Stuart
Long did more in his four years than I have in my 40 years of
service,'" citing the priest's "dedication and service to God."

Mr. Wahlberg, also a producer of the movie, said if the real-life
Father Stu, as he was best known, had seen his life on-screen, "I
think he'd have a big smile on his face, probably saying he's not as
big or strong or as good a boxer. He's a super-competitive guy,
and if I ever get asked who would be one of the few people to

have dinner with, dead or alive, he'd be right at the top of my list."
The priest "had four years to complete his mission here and

now he has eternity ... having me continuing to carry on his mes-
sage," Mr. Wahlberg said. "Who knows how long I'll have?"

Asked what his Catholic faith means to him, Mr. Wahlberg replied,
"Everything. Everything. There's so many wonderful things that hap-
pened to me — the good, the bad and everything else in between. I've
been able to appreciate and have gratitude because of my faith. After
I've done my last interview, I'll know how to articulate it."

He added, "This message, this conversation and this commit-
ment to service does not stop when the movie comes out. It's
only a start."

Mr. Wahlberg said this film is different from his other projects
because of "how this child (the movie) came into the world, and
what it's doing for people. How it's touching people ... in a good
way for everybody. Everybody is finding something they can per-
sonally relate to."

He said, "We were really inspired by Stu's story. And it's just a
matter of finding the right person to put it on the page, which was
not an easy thing to do," given that many decades of Father Stu's
life had to be condensed into a two-hour movie. Mr. Wahlberg
talked with screenwriter Rosalind Ross.

"Even though she wasn't raised Catholic, she could really ap-
preciate someone trying to find their calling," Mr. Wahlberg told
CNS. He said he asked Ms. Ross, "Why not take a crack at it?"
After Ross came back with the script, Mr. Wahlberg told her,
"This is the script — and I want you to direct," giving Ross her
first directorial assignment.

Ms. Ross' longtime partner, actor Mel Gibson, is cast as Father
Stu's dad, who did his young son no favours. His mother is played
by Jacki Weaver, who won an Oscar for her role in Silver Linings
Playbook. Longtime actress Colleen Camp, an executive producer of
Father Stu, has a memorable scene as a motel desk clerk. And if you

look behind the scruffy beard,
that's Malcolm McDowell play-
ing Monsignor Kelly, the semi-
nary rector.

Mr. Wahlberg said he had
to go to extremes to play
Stuart Long as a boxer and as
an infirm priest.

"I was kind of in shape"
at the start of filming," he said.
"I had just done an adventure
racing movie. I had to reac-
quire my skill from The
Fighter," the 2010 movie in
which he played real-life boxer
Micky Ward. "I just started
consuming 7,000 calories (a
day) for the fighting scenes"
that make up most of the
opening scenes of Father Stu.

Mr. Wahlberg later had to
ramp that up to 11,000 calories
a day "to try to show how Stu's
physical being deteriorated and
how his spirit soared." §
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Franciscan custos hopes Holy Sepulcher cooperation can serve as example
By JUDITH SUDOLOVSKY
Catholic News Service

JERUSALEM — As restoration and conservation work began
on the pavement stones of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher,
Franciscan Father Francesco Patton, custos of the Holy Land,
said he hoped the cooperation among the three custodial churches
in the project would serve as an example for all Christian churches
and communities.

"There is always great significance beyond the material (as-
pect)," Fr. Patton said mid-March at a joint inaugural stone-lifting

ceremony at the church.
 "We are looking at something worse than the pandemic now,

with a war between two Christian countries, so our cooperation
here acquires greater significance, and I hope we can show how
important cooperation is," he said.

The start of this second phase of restoration work in the church
is very important, he said, following the restoration of the Edicule,
revered as the tomb of Jesus, in 2016-2017. That project was
directed by the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate and conducted by
an interdisciplinary team from the National Technical University
of Athens.

An October agreement between the Franciscan Custody of the
Holy Land, the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate and the Armenian
Orthodox Patriarchate entrusted the Custody of the Holy Land
with undertaking the current pavement restoration project. The
three churches are the historical custodians of the church ac-
cording to the 1852 Status Quo agreement that regulates the own-
ership of spaces in various holy sites.

"We hope the whole world will be able to see and understand that
this has been done in understanding and mutual cooperation and love,"
said Greek Orthodox Patriarch Theophilos III of Jerusalem.

Following an in-depth study in 2019, the project was delayed

because of the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The two-year restoration project will take place in stages while

allowing for religious celebrations, pilgrimages and tourists. In
addition to the restoration — and, when necessary, replacement
of pavement stones — the project will also include any work
needed to maintain the safety and stability of the Edicule, and the
updating of electrical, water, mechanical and special fire preven-
tion systems.

"I think we all have to face a lot of history, we have to manage
this and translate the history to modern day and make it func-
tional," said Daniela Russo, who will be leading the restoration
team from the La Venaria Reale Conservation and Restoration Center
of Turin, Italy. "We have to try to conserve the history as well as
renew all the apparatus while maintaining the Status Quo. We all
have to work together."

The size and weight of the stones slabs also present a challenge,
she said.

Francesca Romana Stasolla, professor of Christian and medi-
eval archaeology at Sapienza University in Rome, will lead the
archaeological excavations, which will be conducted for the first
time during the project. Stasolla said the multicoloured pavement
stones range in age from the third century to modern times.

The current church building dates back mainly to the Crusader
era and was consecrated in 1142. It was built on the remains of
the Roman temple built by Emperor Hadrian in 136 and of the
church built by Roman Emperor Constantine in 335.

"This is a very important historical work," said Ms. Stasolla.
"We will have to work day by day and see what we uncover."§

JERUSALEM, Israel — Franciscan Father Francesco Patton,
custos of the Holy Land, joins Greek Orthodox Patriarch
Theophilos III of Jerusalem and Armenian Patriarch Nourhan
Manougian in removing the stone to start the project to restore
the floor of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem's
Old City March 14, 2022.. (CNS photo/Debbie Hill)

Scriptures.... to be heard, not read
                   Robert Ellis Whyte

A Sunday of Lent, approaching Holy Week, 2022
From the book of the Prophet Isaiah
Thus say the Lord, who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters.
Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old.

I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not
perceive it? I will make a  watercourses in the desert of the Negev.
May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.       R.

From the letter of Paul to the Philippians
Sisters and brothers,
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things,
in order that I might gain Christ and be found in him.
I want to know Christ
and the power of his resurrection.
If somehow I may attain the resurection from the dead.
I press on to make it my own,
because Christ Jesus has made me his own.

Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have made it my own,
but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead,  I press on toward the goal ... the call
of God in Christ Jesus.      Silence

c.Lectionary texts: CCCB Workbook, 2022


